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(g) A coordinate measuring machine. 

(57) A coordinate measuring machine which oper- 
ates in accordance with a cylindrical coordinate 
system which includes a linear Z-axis, a linear 
r-axis which extends perpendicular to the Z- 
axis, and a rotational angle <f> around the Z-axis. 
According to the invention the coordinate 
measuring machine includes a first stationary 
part (1), a foot, which supports the movable 
machine parts, a second part (2) which has the 
form of a column projecting from the foot (1) 
and which includes means which are rotatable 
around the Z-axis relative to the stationary part 
and to a selected rotational angle O. The 
machine also includes a third part (3) in the 
form of a first arm which extends perpendicular 
to the Z-axis and carries a measuring probe (5), 
either directly or indirectly, wherein the arm (3) 
coacts with means for moving the probe in the 
direction of the r-axis. The machine includes a 
further part (4) which can be moved in the 
direction of the Z-axis for moving said probe (5) 
in the direction of said Z-axis and the probe 
includes a measuring arm (6) whose tip carries 
a measuring ball (7) or like device, wherein the 
measuring ami is attached to the machine so 
that the probe will be moved when one of the 
second (2), the third (3) or the further part (4) is 
rotated or moved axially and wherein the 
measuring ami (6) of the probe (5) is mounted 
for rotation about an axis parallel with the 
Z-axis. 
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The present invention relates to a portable coor- 
dinate measuring machine. 

Coordinate measuring machines are normally 
comprised of a three-dimensional cartesian coordin- 
ate system. With the aid of a system of three slides 5 
which are connected in series for movement in the X, 
Y and Z directions, it is possible to position a meas- 
uring probe at any desired point within a parallelepi- 
ped ic measuring area. Measuring scales are posi- 
tioned in the aforesaid directions, so that the posi- 10 
tions of respective slides can be read-off and there- 
with enable the position of the probe to be determined 
accurately at each position in said area. 

Such coordinate measuring machines are used 
for stationary applications, in which the coordinate is 
axis system is fixedly mounted on a stand or frame 
which includes a measuring table on which an object 
to be measured is placed for measuring purposes. 
Thus, when measuring an object it is necessary to 
take the object from a machine in which the object is 20 
worked for instance, and place the object on the 
measuring table and then replace the object in the 
machine tool when measuring of the object is com- 
plete. This is a time-consuming task, and it is possible 
for errors to occur when the object is to be reposi- 25 
tioned accurately on the machine tool. In many in- 
stances, it is desirable to avoid handling the object in 
the aforesaid manner, for several different reasons. 

One drawback with permanently fixed, or station- 
ary, coordinate measuring machines is that the object 30 
to be measured must always be transported to the 
machine. In some instances, only a limited part of the 
object shall be measured, although it is nevertheless 
necessary to transport the whole object, which may 
weigh tens of tons, to and from the coordinate meas- 35 
uring machine. In other instances, it is impossible to 
move the object, or the object is too large to be ac- 
commodated in the coordinate measuring machine. 

There is thus a great need for portable coordinate 
measuring machines. 40 

A known portable coordinate measuring machine 
is illustrated schematically in Figure 1. In the case of 
this known machine, six rotational joints with incorpo- 
rated angle sensors are required to provide the acces- 
sibility required by the measuring tip of the probe. 45 
One drawback with a machine of this construction is 
that it is difficult to obtain a sufficiently high degree 
of accuracy with respect to the angle sensors, which 
are also liable to produce additive errors. Distinct 
from a machine which operates in accordance with a so 
cartesian coordinate system, in which the three mu- 
tually perpendicular directions are dependent solely 
on a respective measuring device and the measuring 
errors of this device, a measurement value obtained 
with the portable machine illustrated in Figure 1 is 55 
composed of an X-component, a Y-component and a 
Z-component for each rotational joint. The final meas- 
uring result is obtained with the aid of an algorithm 



which contains the angular values of all six rotational 
joints. A linear calibration with the aid of a laser inter- 
ferometer in accordance with known technology car- 
ried out on machines having a cartesian coordinate 
system would be very complicated when put into ef- 
fect, since it is not possible to check each coordinate 
axis individually in this case. A linear calibration, in 
which angular corrections of six axles shall be calcu- 
lated simultaneously, tends to become extremely 
complicated mathematically. Because of this, the pre- 
cision of such a portable machine is, in practice, lim- 
ited to one or a few tenths of a millimeter. This pre- 
vents the machine from being used instead of a per- 
manently fixed coordinate measuring machine, in 
which the precision achieved is in the order of micro- 
meters. 

Another machine is known from French Patent 
Specification No. FR 2,604,779. The machine in- 
cludes a slide which is movable along a horizontal 
axle. The slide has rotatably mounted thereon a 
measuring arm which extends perpendicularly to the 
axle. The measuring arm can rotate around the axle 
and is also able to moved axially therealong. In addi- 
tion to occupying a large part of the table surface on 
which the machine is placed, which may be a table be- 
longing to a machine tool, the use of this type of ma- 
chine is also greatly limited because its construction 
does not enable objects of all shapes to be measured. 
For instance, it is not possible to measure holes and 
other shapes on that side of the object which lies dis- 
tal from the measuring machine at the same time and 
in the same machine set-up as when measuring on 
that side of the object which is proximal to the ma- 
chine. Furthermore, it is only possible to measure 
holes which are generally perpendicular to the hori- 
zontal axis of the machine. Holes that are drilled, or 
bored, at other angles cannot be measured. 

There is thus a great need for a portable measur- 
ing machine whose precision corresponds to the pre- 
cision of a permanently fixed coordinate measuring 
machine, and which is capable of measuring the 
whole of an object in one and the same machine set- 
up. 

The present invention provides a machine which 
satisfies these needs. 

Thus, the present invention relates to a coordin- 
ate measuring machine which operates in accor- 
dance with a cylindrical coordinate system having a 
linear Z-axis, a linear r-axis which extends perpendic- 
ular to the Z-axis, and a rotational angle <X> around the 
Z-axis, and is characterized in that the machine in- 
cludes a first stationary part, a foot, which carries the 
movable parts of the machine and from which there 
extends a second part which includes means that are 
rotatable around the Z-axis in relation to the station- 
ary part and to a desired rotational angle <X>; and in 
that a third part in the form of a first arm that extends 
perpendicularly to the Z-axis carries a measuring 
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probe, either directly or indirectly, said arm coacting 
with means for moving the probe in the direction of the 
r-axis; and in that there is included a further part 
which can be moved in the direction of the Z-axis so 
as to move said probe in the direction of said Z-axis; 
and in that the probe includes a measuring arm which 
carries at its tip a measuring ball or like device and 
which is mounted in the machine so that the probe will 
be moved when either one of the second, the third or 
the further part is rotated or moved linearly; and in 
that the measuring arm probe attachment is rotatable 
about an axis parallel with the Z-axis. 

The invention will now be described in more detail 
with reference to exemplifying embodiments thereof 
and also with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which 

- Figure 1 illustrates a known portable measur- 
ing machine; 

- Figure 2 illustrates the measuring area of an in- 
ventive coordinate measuring machine; 

- Figures 3-6 illustrate different embodiments in 
which the invention is applied; 

- Figure 7 illustrates one arrange nt according to 
the invention; 

- Figure 8 is a more detailed view of part of the 
Figure 7 arrangement; 

- Figure 9 is a side projection of the arrangement 
shown in Figure 7; 

- Figure 10 is a sectional view taken on the line 
l-l in Figure 7; 

- Figures 11-13 show a number of variants for 
counterbalancing an inventive coordinate 
measuring machine; 

- Figure 14 illustrates a preferred embodiment 
for counterbalancing a first arm; 

- Figure 15 illustrates part of the Figure 14 em- 
bodiment; 

- Figure 16 illustrates the measuring of an ob- 
ject; 

- Figures 17-21 illustrate different arrangement 
of measuring probes in an inventive coordinate 
measuring machine; 

- Figure 22 illustrates measuring of an object 
where the probe is rotatable in a horizontal 
plane; 

- Figure 23 illustrates an example of a motorized 
coordinate measuring machine according to 
the invention; 

- Figure 24 illustrates the application of an in- 
verted operational mode in which the machines 
hangs above the object to be measured; 

- Figure 25 illustrates a further embodiment in 
which a measuring probe is mounted directly in 
the end of the first arm; 

- Figure 26 illustrates in principle a preferred em- 
bodiment; 

- Figure 27 illustrates the embodiment of Figure 
26 more clearly; 



- Figure 28 is a sectional view taken on the line 
l-l in Figure 27; 

- Figure 29 is a more detailed view of the ma- 
chine shown in Figure 27; 

5 - Figure 30 is a sectional view of the machine 

shown in Figure 29, taken at right angles to the 
plane of the paper in Figure 29; and 

- Figure 31 shows the machine of Figure 30 from 
above. 

10 The object of the present invention is to provide 

a portable measuring apparatus which does not have 
the accuracy limitations described above with regard 
to rotary joint systems, and while avoiding the large 
volume and weight that is required for a machine 

15 which operates in accordance with the cartesian co- 
ordinate system. Because the inventive machine util- 
izes the known cylindrical coordinate system but with 
a vertical rotational axis, there is avoided the space 
and weight requirement of a purely cartesian system. 

20 By using three separate dimensional properties, 
namely the rotational angle <D, the radius r and the ax- 
ial displacement Z, it is possible to measure each of 
these properties and to calibrate separately in accor- 
dance with known calibration principles, for instance 

25 in accordance with Swedish Patent Specification 
Nos. 441 037 and 461 548. This enables the same 
level of precision as that achieved with fixed ma- 
chines to be also achieved with a portable machine of 
the present kind, i.e. an accuracy in the order of some 

30 micrometers. Because the rotational axis is vertical, 
an inventive measuring machine will take up only a 
very small surface area when set-up. 

By using a suitable, known measuring probe 
which includes a vertical measuring tip and four 

35 measuring tips which are placed in a known probe 
holder at a mutual angular pitch of 90°, the machine 
can be used to measure shapes on both that side of 
the object that lies proximal to the machine and that 
side of the object which is distal from the machine in 

40 one and the same machine set-up in relation to the 
object, by placing the probe, for instance, in a verti- 
cally and downwardly directed projection on the hor- 
izontally movable arm, see Figure 26. 

Figures 26-28 illustrate a preferred embodiment 

45 of a coordinate measuring machine which works in 
accordance with a cylindrical coordinate system hav- 
ing a linear Z-axis, an r-axis which extends linearly at 
right angles to the Z-axis, and a rotational angle <X» 
around the Z-axis. In all Figures, the coordinate sys- 

50 tern is the system shown in Figure 2, in which the Z- 
axis extends vertically in the Figures, as illustrated in 
Figure 27. 

The coordinate measuring machine includes a 
first stationary part 1, a foot on which the machine is 
55 intended to rest. Extending from the foot is a second 
part 2 which includes means that are rotatable around 
the Z-axis in relation to the stationary part. In the case 
of the embodiment shown in Figure 27, the second 
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part has the form of a vertical column 2. The column 
2 is rotatable in relation to the stationary part 1 about 
the Z-axis to a desired rotational angle <X>. This rotary 
movement of the column relative to the foot is limited, 
however, to about one revolution. A third part three in 5 
the form of a first arm extends at right angles to the 
Z-axis and carries a suitable known measuring probe, 
either directly or indirectly. The arm coacts with 
means for moving the probe in the direction of the r- 
axis. In the case of the embodiment shown in Figure 10 
27, the arm is displaceable in its longitudinal direction 
along the r-axis. This arm is shown in broken lines in 
Figure 28. The machine also includes a further part 4 
which is displaceable in the direction of the Z-axis for 
moving the probe in the direction of said Z-axis. In the 15 
case of the first embodiment illustrated in Figure 26, 
this further part 4 has the form of a slide 78 which 
moves along the column in a vertical direction. As be- 
fore mentioned, the machine also includes a probe 5, 
see Figure 26, which includes a measuring arm 6 pro- 20 
vided with a measuring ball 7 or the like at its tip. The 
probe 5 is mounted in the machine such that the probe 
will be moved when one of the second 2, the third 3 
or the further part 4 is rotated or displaced. The at- 
tachment of the measuring arm 6 of the probe on the 25 
arm 3 is pivotal about an axis that extends parallel to 
the Z-axis. 

In the embodiment shown in Figure 26, the slide 
4 is thus attached to the column 2 and can be moved 
therealong, i.e. in the direction of the Z-axis. Further- 30 
more, the first arm 3 is carried by the slide 4 and can 
be displaced relative thereto, i.e. along the r-axis. The 
probe 5 is carried by the first arm 3 at one end thereof. 

In the case of a second embodiment illustrated in 
Figures 6 and 7, the slide which forms the further part 35 
4 of the first embodiment is replaced by a second arm 
9 which is carried by and extends perpendicularly to 
said first arm 3 and can be moved in its longitudinal 
direction relative to the first arm 3 in the direction of 
the Z-axis. In this case, the first arm 3 moves in a slide 40 
1 0; 20 carried by the column 2. The probe 5 is carried 
by the second arm 9 at one end thereof. 

Both of these embodiments enable the probe to 
be moved within a cylindrical volume defined by the 
length of working stroke of the machine in the direc- 45 
tions of the Z-axis and the r-axis. 

The column 2 is journalled in the foot 1 in the case 
of both embodiments. 

According to another preferred embodiment, see 
Figure 19, the attachment 59 of the measuring arm 6 so 
of the probe 5 is mounted for rotation about an axis 
which extends perpendicularly to the aforesaid rota- 
tional axis, i.e. the Z-axis. This embodiment enables 
the use of a probe having only one measuring tip 
while nevertheless enabling all hollows, holes and 55 
shapes on the object to be measured. 

An inventive coordinate measuring machine thus 
operates within a cylindrical volume in which the co- 



ordinates of a measuring point are determined by the 
coordinate system illustrated in Figure 2. Figures 3 to 
6 illustrate different methods of achieving the various 
movements. Figure 3 illustrates a system which in- 
cludes an axle 12 forming the Z-axis and firmly 
mounted in a foot 1. In this embodiment, the means 
which rotates around the Z-axis is comprised of a 
slide 13, said slide also being displaceable along the 
axle 12. The arm 3 is fixedly mounted in the slide 13 
and carries a second slide 14 which can be moved 
along the arm 3 in the direction of the r-axis. The 
probe is mounted on the second slide 14. 

Figure 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment in 
which the part that projects out from the foot 1 is com- 
prised of a column 15 which can be rotated about the 
Z-axis but which is notslidable along said Z-axis. The 
arm 3 carries a slide 16 which can be moved along the 
arm. Similar to what is shown in Figure 7, this sleeve 
carries a second arm 9 which, in turn, carries the 
probe. 

Figure 5 illustrates another alternative embodi- 
ment in which a slide 17 is mounted on an axle 12 for 
movement in the direction of the Z-axis and for rota- 
tion about the axle 1 2. The slide 1 7 includes a bearing 
1 8 which supports the arm 3 for movement of the arm 
in the direction of the r-axis. The probe is attached di- 
rectly to the arm 2. As will be seen from Figure 5, the 
outer part of the arm is angled downwards, so as to 
include a vertical part which extends parallel with the 
Z-axis. 

Figure 6 illustrates a further alternative embodi- 
ment in which a column 19 can be rotated relative to 
the foot 1, this column including a journal bearing 20 
corresponding to the journal bearing 18 of the Figure 
5 embodiment. This bearing supports the arm 2, 
which is displaceable in the direction of the r-axis. 
Provided on the outer end of the arm is a further jour- 
nal bearing 21 which carries a second arm 9, this sec- 
ond arm being movable, or displaceable, in the direc- 
tion of the Z-axis and carrying a probe 5. 

According to one preferred embodiment of the in- 
vention, the column has a four-sided outer cross- 
sectional shape. The aforesaid further part has a 
four-sided cross-sectional shape and is journalled to 
the outer surface of the column by means of an air 
bearing. Furthermore, the first arm has an outer four- 
sided cross-sectional shape and is non-rotatably jour- 
nalled in a four-sided hole in the aforesaid further part 
by means of air bearings which act on the outer sur- 
face of the first arm. 

Figures 7, 8, 9 and 10 illustrate a first embodi- 
ment of one such arrangement in more detail, which 
corresponds essentially to the principle illustrated in 
Figure 5, in which the slide 17 is rotatable and also 
movable along the axle 12. 

In the case of the embodiment illustrated in said 
Figures, both the rotational movement about the Z- 
axis and the axial movement along said Z-axis is ef- 
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fected with the aid of a column 2 which is journalled 
for rotation relative to an upstanding axle 24 fixedly 
mounted in the foot 25. This is achieved byjournalling 
an inner square tube 26 to the axle 24 for rotation rel- 
ative to said axle. The square tube is journalled to the 5 
axle 24 by means of two ball bearings, or some other 
suitable bearings, such as air bearings, where one 
ball bearing is placed at the lower end of the axle and 
the other is placed at its upper end. A further square 
tube 27 is journalled outside the inner tube 26 and 10 
can be moved along the inner tube, i.e. along the Z- 
axis, see Figure 10. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 1 0, the ax- 
ial movement and the rotational movement have each 
been divided into an individual bearing pack. The in- 15 
ner square tube 26 can be rotated around the pillar 24 
through the medium of a ball bearing 85. The outer 
square tube 27 can be displaced axially along the in- 
ner tube 26 through the medium of an air bearing. 

The tubular pillar 24 is fixedly mounted to the foot 20 
1. The outer tube 27 carries a cross-slide bearing 
housing 28 at its upper part. 

The outer tube 27 is journalled to the inner tube 
by means of a number of air bearings 29-33, see Fig- 
ure 10. Such bearing set-ups are located in mutually 25 
spaced relationship along the length of the tube, 
wherein in Figure 7 one bearing set-up is located on 
a lower level and is referenced 31b and 30b, while a 
bearing set-up located on a higher level is referenced 
31a and 30a. The air bearings are of a suitable known 30 
kind. The first arm 34 has a square cross-section and 
is displaceable in the direction of its long axis in rela- 
tion to the slide 10. The slide 10 has the form of a 
bearing housing 28 which is provided with air bearings 
35-38, see Figure 9. Such bearing set-ups are found 35 
at two locations along the length of the bearing hous- 
ing, namely at 35a, 38a and 35b, 38b respectively, 
see Figure 7. The air bearings act on the outer sur- 
faces of the arm 34. 

A second arm 39 is attached to one end of the 40 
arm 34 by means of a clamping device 40, 41. A probe 
5 is mounted on the lower part of the second arm 39. 
The clamping device 40, 41 enables the second arm 
39 to be manually adjusted so as to adapt the machine 
to the object to be measured. 45 

Instead of a clamping device, there can be used 
a slide in which the second arm 9 is displaceably 
mounted. 

The extent to which the outer tube 27 is moved 
axially in relation to the inner tube 26, and also the ex- 50 
tent to which the first arm 34 is moved relative to the 
slide 28, is determined by known linear measuring 
scales, for instance scales constructed in accordance 
with Swedish Patent Specification No. 411 392, or 
with the aid of a conventional incremental type scale. 55 
The angle through which the inner tube 26 is rotated 
in relation to the column 24, i.e. the rotational angle 
<X>, is determined by an angle sensor 44, 45, see Fig- 



ure 8, for instance of the absolute measuring type de- 
scribed in Swedish Patent Specification No. 411 392. 

Despite the fact that the axially movable part can 
be made from a lightweight material, its weight is so 
great that it cannot be permitted as a vertical force in 
the system. Manual use of the coordinate measuring 
machine is also made extremely difficult, or rendered 
impossible, when it is necessary to overcome the 
weight of the axially movable machine parts when 
moving the probe vertically. Consequently, the coor- 
dinate measuring machine includes a counterbalance 
means for counterbalancing the axially acting mass of 
the machine, this counterbalancing effect enabling 
the vertically movable part of the machine to be made 
virtually weightless. A conceivable embodiment in 
this regard is illustrated in Figure 7. The tubular col- 
umn 24 has mounted therein a piston 46 which is so 
well fitted in the column as to seal against the inner 
surface of said column in the absence of any appre- 
ciable friction. Air compressed to an appropriate pres- 
sure is delivered through an inlet 47 in the foot, such 
as to exert an upwardly directed force on the piston 
46. This force is transmitted to the underside 50 of the 
slide 28, see Figure 8, through the medium of a piston 
rod 48 and a rotational journal bearing, preferably in 
the form of a ball 49. This type of balancing facility can 
be included in all embodiments, to facilitate manual 
adjustment of the machine. 

Figure 23 illustrates a motor-driven variant of a 
measuring machine according to Figure 7. In this 
case, the outer tube 27 is driven vertically, the direc- 
tion of the Z-axis, and the arm 34 is driven in the di- 
rection of its longitudinal axis, the r-direction. This en- 
ables the use of motors or linear drive elements of an 
electromechanical or a pneumatic or hydraulic type. 
The movements may be controlled numerically and 
also controlled to perform a measuring program au- 
tomatically. The movements can be transmitted to 
the driven measuring machine elements in many dif- 
ferent ways, for instance through the medium of 
ropes, straps, ball screws, etc. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 23, rota- 
tion through the angle <D is effected with the aid of a 
gear ring 66 mounted on the inner tube 26. Fixedly 
mounted on the foot 25 is a motor 65 which has a pin- 
ion wheel 67 which engages the gear ring 66. The 
aforesaid axial movement is effected with the aid of 
a gear rack 69 which extends axially and which is fix- 
edly mounted on the outside of the inner tube 26. A 
motor 68 is fixedly mounted on the inside of the outer 
tube 27 and a pinion wheel on the motor shaft engag- 
es with the gear rack 69. Correspondingly, radial 
movement of the arm 34 is effected with the aid of a 
motor 70 mounted in the slide and a gear rack 71 fix- 
edly mounted on the arm 34. 

A second preferred embodiment of the inventive 
machine is shown in Figures 26-28, this embodiment 
already having been outlined above. 
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A particularly preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion will be described with reference to this arrange- 
ment. In the case of this preferred embodiment, the 
upper part of the column on which the first arm is ro- 
tationally rigid is displaced laterally in relation to the 5 
rotational centre of the machine in the foot through a 
distance such that the three-point vector of the ma- 
chine will coincide with the rotational axis of the col- 
umn in said foot when seen in a plane at right angles 
to the direction of movement of the first arm. 10 

According to this arrangement, there is mounted 
on the foot 75 a rotatable, ortwistable, column 76, 77 
whose lower part 77 is cylindrical in shape and whose 
upper part 76 is positioned excentrically in relation to 
the centre line of the lower cylindrical part. The upper 15 
part 76 has a square or rectangular cross-section, 
whereby a rotational! y-rig id bearing in the Z-direction 
is created for the slide 78, which is movable along the 
aforesaid upper part 76 of the column. The slide 78 
also includes a journal bearing for the first arm 3, 79. 20 
In this regard, the slide is constructed in the same 
manner as the slide 28 of the Figure 7 embodiment. 

The eccentrical displacement of the arm 79 rela- 
tive to the centre line, or the rotational axis of the col- 
umn, is so balanced that the centre of gravity 80 of the 25 
movable parts of the machine in the projection shown 
in Figure 27 will coincide with said rotational axis. This 
means that the column journal bearing in the foot will 
be free from bending or f lexural stresses. 

The column is joumalled in a rotational journal 30 
bearing 81 which is mounted in the foot 75 and which 
is preferably comprised of a known air bearing. That 
part of the machine which is supported by the foot 
rests on a thrust bearing, preferably in the form of a 
ball 82, so as to take-up the vertically acting forces. 35 

The rotational angle O of the machine is meas- 
ured with the aid of an angle sensor 83 of the afore- 
said kind mounted beneath the lower part 77. Known 
electronic measuring scales are also provided for 
measuring movement of the slide 78 in relation to the 40 
column 76 and for measuring movement of the arm 79 
in relation to the slide 78. 

It will be understood that the machine illustrated 
in Figure 27 can be included in a motor-driven ar- 
rangement of the kind described with reference to Fig- 45 
ure 23. One such arrangement is described below. 

One feature of the inventive machine is that it 
lacks a measuring table traditional to coordinate 
measuring machines, but is instead mounted directly 
on the working table of a machine tool, for instance, so 
so that the workpiece can be checked in the tool with- 
out needing to remove the workpiece therefrom. This 
means that the operator will not have complete con- 
trol of the properties of the setting-up table. There is 
therefore a risk that the variation in torque in the con- 55 
tact between the foot of the coordinate measuring ma- 
chine and the table of the machine tool that occurs 
when the centre of gravity of the machine is shifted 



radially as a result of the radial arm being moved be- 
tween its end limit positions can result in not unnegli- 
gible deformation in the table, causing wrong meas- 
urement values to be obtained. There is also a danger 
that the intrinsic structure of the machine will be de- 
formed when the centre of gravity is shifted. 

Accordingly, in the case of one highly preferred 
embodiment of the invention the machine is balanced 
radially in response to movements of the first arm in 
the r-direction. This embodiment includes a balancing 
device in the form of a movable weight which rests on 
the slide in which the first arm moves which is, alter- 
natively, carried by the first arm. The weight is intend- 
ed to be moved in the r-direction by drive means when 
the first arm is moved in the r-direction and is there- 
with moved in the opposite direction relative to the 
first arm which carries the probe, so that the three- 
point vector of the movable system of the machine will 
coincide with the rotational axis of the column. 

Arrangements according to this embodiment are 
illustrated in Figures 11, 12, 14 and 15. 

Figure 11 illustrates a simple principle solution. 
When the axle 34 moves radially outwards, a wire 51 
pulls out a counterweight 53 in the opposite direction, 
via a guide wheel 52. The counterweight is carried by 
the arm 34 and is placed on the opposite side of said 
column in relation to the probe-carrying end of the 
first arm. When the arm is moved in the other direc- 
tion, the counterweight is also moved in the opposite 
direction. An exact counterbalancing effect can be ob- 
tained by suitable dimensioning of the weight and the 
transmission of the described weight-pulling system. 

Figure 12 illustrates an alternative embodiment. 
In this case, the counterweight 53 is moved by means 
of a motor 54 whose shaft is connected to a screw- 
threaded screw 58 and which extends in a threaded 
sleeve 55 fitted to the counter-weight. The extent to 
which the counterweight is moved is determined by 
the extent to which the shaft 34 is moved radially. The 
extent to which the arm is moved radially is given by 
the regular measuring system of the machine. 

Figure 14 illustrates a preferred embodiment in 
which the counterweight is manoeuvered by means of 
a wire 51 and a guide wheel 52, and in which the wire 
is attached to the arm 34 at a point 56 for axial move- 
ment of the arm 34. In this embodiment, the counter- 
weight rests on the slide 28 in which the arm 34 
moves. 

In the case of this embodiment, it is also preferred 
that the counterweight is supported by an air bearing 

86 on said first arm, along which the weight is intend- 
ed to move. The air bearing 86 is an integral part of 
the weight 53, and air is delivered through a conduit 

87 and passed, via a chamber 88 in the weight, to the 
undersurface of the weight, where two bearing sur- 
faces are provided, see Figure 15. 

The aforedescribed embodiments balance-out 
the whole of the movable part of the machine. 
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In the case of a further embodiment illustrated in 
Figure 13, the machine is only counterbalanced with 
regard to radial shifts in the centre of gravity relative 
to the machine foot 2. In this case, the counterweight 
is located in the proximity of the rotatable tube 27 and 5 
may have the form of the illustrated counterweight 57 
which is non-rotatably mounted on a screw 58 driven 
by a motor 54. The counterweight 57 can thus be 
moved linearly along the screw 58. This linear move- 
ment is calculated on the basis of linear movement of 10 
the arm 34, in the same way as with the embodiment 
shown in Figure 12. 

Figure 16 illustrates a general problem that oc- 
curs when using a cylindrical, or polar, coordinate sys- 
tem for measuring an object 113. Different rotational 15 
angles in the machine are illustrated in broken lines. 
Since the arm 34 can only be displaced radially out- 
wards from the rotational axis of the column 2, it is not 
possible to measure radial holes and surfaces of the 
object in the plane shown in Figure 16. Essentially, 20 
only the surface that faces towards the machine in 
Figure 16 can be measured, and only the centermost 
holes. Other holes and side surfaces are inaccessi- 
ble. 

This problem is eliminated in accordance with the 25 
invention by applying one of the embodiments illu- 
strated in Figures 17 and 20, in which, as before men- 
tioned, the attachment of the measuring arm on the 
probe can be rotated about an axis that extends par- 
allel with the Z-axis. Figure 18 is a view from above 30 
of the measuring area covered by the machine shown 
in Figure 17. 

According to one highly preferred embodiment, 
the measuring arm attachment can also be rotated 
about an axis which extends perpendicular to the ro- 35 
tational axis. This is illustrated in Figures 19 and 21. 

In Figures 17, 19, 20 and 21, the attachment 59, 
60, 61 and 64 respectively of the measuring arm that 
carries the probe can be rotated in relation to the arm 
39 around an axis which extends parallel to the rota- 40 
tional axis of the column 2, i.e. about the Z-axis. Suit- 
able known angle sensors 90 are provided at respec- 
tive rotational joints. 

As earlier mentioned, when using a cylindrical co- 
ordinate system, one fundamental problem is found in 45 
providing general access to five sides of an object 
which in principle is parallelepiped ic, and to be able 
to measure holes, hollows and shapes on all sides of 
the object. The earlier known machine according to 
French Patent Specification 2,604,779 can only be so 
used, for instance, to measure a limited surface area 
of an object, and is only able to measure holes that are 
parallel with the direction in which the radially dis- 
placeable arm is moved. Consequently, a measuring 
machine that is constructed in accordance with this 55 
known principle is not general in the same way as 
measuring machines that operate with cartesian co- 
ordinate axles. These machines are therefore greatly 



limited with regard to use and can only be used for 
special applications, such as for measuring the shape 
of bulging details, such as car rooves, for instance, 
and have therefore a limited commercial value. 

As a result of the recently mentioned feature of 
the invention, namely that the attachment of the 
measuring arm of the probe is also able to rotate 
about an axis which is perpendicular to the aforesaid 
rotational axis, the machine is able to work in accor- 
dance with a cylindrical coordinate system with the 
same generality in use as machines which work in ac- 
cordance with conventional cartesian based systems. 

Figure 17 illustrates an embodiment in which the 
arm 39 is provided with a rotatable attachment 59 for 
the probe arm 6. The object of this embodiment is to 
be able to adjust the probe to a selected angle in the 
horizontal plane, therewith enabling each hole or 
other shape to be measured irrespective of its direc- 
tion in relation to the primary cylindrical coordinate 
system, as illustrated in Figure 22. This probe may 
have the form of a fixed adjustable probe, where ad- 
justments are made manually, whereafter the probe 
is conveniently locked in its adjusted position, with 
the aid of a lock screw, for instance. After having ad- 
justed the position of the probe, a calibrating meas- 
uring process can be carried out against a reference 
surface or a spherical reference body mounted on the 
object to be measured or on the machine table. Alter- 
natively, as before mentioned, there may be provided 
at the rotary joint an angle sensor which produces a 
signal corresponding to the rotational position of the 
probe arm. 

Figure 19 illustrates an embodiment in which the 
probe holder is provided with a further degree of free- 
dom, namely is able to rotate about an axis which ex- 
tends perpendicular to the rotational axis of the col- 
umn 2. This provides further possibilities of measur- 
ing surfaces and holes that are angled to the horizon- 
tal plane. 

According to another preferred embodiment, the 
probe is mounted for rotation about an axis which ex- 
tends parallel with said rotational axis, wherein the 
probe is carried so that the centre position of the 
measuring ball will remain unchanged as the probe 
rotates. 

This embodiment is exemplified in Figures 20 
and 21 . The embodiment enables the alignment of the 
probe to be angled without providing angle sensors in 
the rotational joints, while retaining knowledge of the 
position of the probe tip in relation to the coordinate 
system without subsequent calibration. 

The arrangement shown in Figure 20 includes a 
U-shaped member 61 which is journalled accurately 
on the lower end of the vertical arm 39 in a manner 
to enable the U-shaped member to swing. The meas- 
uring tip 63 of the probe is adjusted through the me- 
dium of the probe arm 62 so that the centre of the tip 
will be located in line with the centre line of rotation 
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of the U-shaped member. 

Figure 21 illustrates an alternative embodiment. 
A curved bracket means 64 is attached to the lower 
end of the vertical arm 39. The bracket means 64 has 
the same purpose as the U-shaped member 61 in Fig- 5 
ure 20, but is provided with a radius r whose centre 
lies on the centre rotational line of the bracket means. 
The arrangement includes a slide 113 which can be 
moved along the bracket means 64, as illustrated in 
broken lines. This enables the probe arm to be adjust- 10 
ed to different angles at the same time as the arm is 
able to rotate about said centre axis while maintaining 
the position of the probe tip in relation to the coordin- 
ate system, without subsequent calibration. 

Figure 24 illustrates an embodiment in which the 15 
invention is applied with an inverted operational 
mode, in which the machine hangs from an object 72 
so as to be suspended above the object to be meas- 
ured. 

Figure 25 illustrates a further embodiment in 20 
which a measuring probe 5 is mounted directly onto 
one end of the first arm 34. The probe need not be ro- 
tatable about an axis when an object 73, 74 having the 
configuration shown in Figure 25 is to be measured 
with respect to the surface facing towards the ma- 25 
chine. However, the probe will preferably be con- 
structed for rotation about two mutually perpendicu- 
lar axes, as illustrated in Figure 19. 

Figures 29, 30 and 31 illustrate a machine ac- 
cording to Figure 27 which have a more detailed mo- 30 
tor drive. The same reference signs are used as those 
used in Figure 27, and also the same reference signs 
as those used in Figure 14 with regard to the arrange- 
ment of a counterweight 53. 

The Figure 29 embodiment includes a gear ring 35 
90 which is driven by a motor 91 whose shaft carries 
a pinion wheel 92 which engages the gear ring. The 
gear ring rotates the lower part 27 of the column 2 
around the Z-axis, i.e. the part 77 of the column 2 jour- 
nalled in the foot 75. It will also be seen from Figures 40 
29 and 30 that the first arm 3 is mounted on air bear- 
ings 93-96 which act on its outer surface. The air 
bearings 93-98 are mounted on the inner surface of 
a square-section neck 99 on the slide 78. 

Figure 30 shows a motor 100 which functions to 45 
drive the first arm 3 in the r-direction, i.e. in its longi- 
tudinal direction relative to the slide 78. Similar to the 
manner aforedescribed with reference to Figure 14, a 
counterweight 53 is moved in an opposite direction to 
the direction in which the first arm moves. The ar- so 
rangement also includes a motor 103 which has 
mounted on its shaft a pinion wheel 1 04 which engag- 
es with a gear rack 105 mounted on the upper part 76 
of the column. The motor is mounted on the slide 78 
and is used to drive the slide 78 along the column 76 55 
in the 2-direction. 

Figure 31 also shows the slide 78 air-journalled 
on the column 76, where air bearings 106-109 act on 



the outer surface of the column. The air bearings are 
mounted on the inside of the square-section neck 110 
of the slide. 

Figure 30 illustrates a probe suspended in the 
way illustrated schematically in Figure 19. The probe 
5 is rotatable about an axle 101 which extends per- 
pendicular to the Z-axis, and also about an axle 102 
which extends parallel with the Z-axis. The probe is 
rotated about the axle 102 by means of a motor 111 
whose shaft carries a pinion wheel 112 which engag- 
es with a gear ring 113. The motor 111 is mounted in 
the second arm 3. The gear ring is mounted in the 
housing 114 of the probe attachment 59. The probe 
may also be rotated about the axle 101 by means of 
a motor. An angle sensor 83, 90 is provided at each 
rotary joint, as described above. In this regard, an an- 
gle sensor may also be provided in the rotary joint 
formed by the axle 101. 

Figure 29 also shows a cylinder 115 which acts 
between the slide 78 and the foot 75. The upper part 
of the piston rod 116 of the cylinder is attached in a 
projection 117 from the slide 78. Pressure medium, 
such as compressed air, can be delivered to the cy- 
linder 115 through an inlet 117, so as therewith to 
counterbalance the weight of the movable machine 
parts. 

Although the invention has been described above 
with reference to different embodiments thereof, it 
will be obvious that these embodiments can be modi- 
fied in many ways without departing from the basic 
concept of being able to measure all sides of an object 
in a cylindrical coordinate system with the exception 
of that side on which the object rests. For instance, all 
embodiments can be achieved in a motor-driven al- 
ternative, or in a manual alternative in which the ma- 
chine is manoeuvered manually. 

The dimensions of the machine can vary within 
wide limits. 

One of a large number of conceivable sizes is an 
embodiment in which the machine has a height of 
roughly 50-100 centimeters and where the first arm 
has a length of about 50-100 centimeters. 

The present invention shall not therefore be con- 
sidered restricted to the aforedescribed and illustrat- 
ed embodiments thereof, since variations and modi- 
fications can be made within the scope of the follow- 
ing Claims. 



Claims 

1 . A coordinate measuring machine which operates 
in accordance with a cylindrical coordinate sys- 
tem which includes a linear Z-axis, a linear r-axis 
which extends perpendicular to the Z-axis, and a 
rotational angle <X> around the Z-axis, character- 
ized in that the coordinate measuring machine in- 
cludes a first stationary part (1), a foot, which 



8 



EP 672 885 



Page 9 of 19, 



15 



EP0 672 885 A2 



16 



supports the movable machine parts, a second 
part (2) which has the form of a column projecting 
from the foot (1 ) and which includes means which 
are rotatable around the 2-axis relative to the sta- 
tionary part and to a selected rotational angle O; 5 
in that a third part (3) in the form of a first arm ex- 
tends perpendicular to the Z-axis and carries a 
measuring probe (5), either directly or indirectly, 
wherein the arm (3) coacts with means for mov- 
ing the probe in the direction of the r-axis; in that 1 o 
the machine includes a further part (4) which can 
be moved in the direction of the Z-axis for moving 
said probe (5) in the direction of said Z-axis; in 
that the probe includes a measuring arm (6) 
whose tip carries a measuring ball (7) or like de- 15 
vice, wherein the measuring arm is attached to 
the machine so that the probe will be moved 
when one of the second (2), the third (3) or the 
further part (4) is rotated or moved axially; and in 
that the measuring arm (6) of the probe (5) is 20 
mounted for rotation about an axis parallel with 
the Z-axis. 

2. A machine according to Claim 1, characterized 

in that the means for moving the probe (5) in the 25 
direction of the r-axis includes a slide which is ar- 
ranged (18, 20, 28, 78) stationarily in relation to 
the column and which carries the first arm (3). 

3. A machine according to Claim 1, characterized 30 
in that the means for moving the probe (5) in the 
direction of the r-axis includes a slide (14, 16) 
which is carried by and displaceable along the 

first arm (3). 

35 

4. A machine according to Claim 2 or 3, character- 
ized in that said further part is comprised of a 
second arm (9) which is carried by and extends 
perpendicularly to said first arm (3) and which is 
mounted for movement in its longitudinal direc- 40 
tion relative to the first arm (3) along the Z-axis; 

and in that the probe (5) is carried by the second 
arm (9) at one end thereof. 

5. A machine according to Claim 1 or 2, character- 45 
ized in that said further part (27) and said means 
(26), which is rotatable about the Z-axis relative 

to the stationary part (1) through a selected rota- 
tional angle <D, are comprised of a first slide (17; 
26-27) ? which is mounted adjacent to and dis- 50 
placeably along a column (12, 24) which is up- 
standing from the foot (1 , 25), i.e. along the Z- 
axis, and which slide (17, 26) is rotatable relative 
to the column; and in that said first arm (3, 34) is 
carried by a second slide (18, 28) which is sup- 55 
ported by the first slide (17; 26-27) wherein the 
first arm (3, 34) is movably arranged relative to 
the second slide (18, 28), i.e. along the r-axis; and 



in that the probe (5) is carried by the first arm (3, 
34) at one end thereof (Figs. 5 and 7). 

6. A machine according to Claim 1, 2 or 4, charac- 
terized in that said means mounted for rotation 
around the Z-axis relative to the stationary part 
and rotatable to a selected rotational angle 0 is 
comprised of a column upstanding from the foot 
(1); in that a slide (20) is mounted adjacent said 
column, said slide (20) carrying said first arm (3) 
which is movable in relation to the slide in the r- 
direction; in that a second slide (21) is fixedly 
mounted on one end of the first arm; in that the 
further part is comprised of a second arm (9) 
which is carried by? and is displaceable in the Z- 
direction relative to said second slide (21); and in 
that the probe (5) is carried by the second arm. 
(Fig- 6)- 

7. A machine according to Claim 1 or 3, character- 
ized in that said further part and said means 
which is rotatable about the Z-axis in relation to 
the stationary part and can be rotated to a select- 
ed angle O is comprised of a first slide (4) which 
is mounted adjacent to and displaceable along a 
column (12) upstanding from the foot, i.e. along 
the Z-axis, said slide (4) being rotatable in rela- 
tion to the column (12); in that the first arm (3) is 
fixedly mounted to the slide (4); in that a second 
slide (14) is carried by and displaceable along the 
first arm (3), i.e. along the r-axis; and in that the 
probe (5) is carried by the second slide (14). (Fig. 
3). 

8. A machine according to Claim 1, 3 or 4, charac- 
terized in that said means which is rotatable 
about the Z-axis in relation to the stationary part 
and can be rotated to a selected angle <X> is com- 
prised of a column (15) upstanding from the foot 
(1); in that said first arm (3) is mounted adjacent 
the column (1 5); in that a second si ide (1 6) is car- 
ried by and displaceable along the first arm (3), 
i.e. along the r-axis; in that said further part is 
comprised of a second arm (9) which is carried by 
and displaceable in the Z-direction relative to said 
second slide (16); and in that the probe (5) is car- 
ried by the second arm (3). (Fig. 4). 

9. Amachine according to Claim 1 , 2, 4, 5 or 6, char- 
acterized by a counterbalancing arrangement in 
the form of a movable weight (53) which rests on 
the slide (28; 78) or alternatively is carried by the 
first arm (3), wherein the weight (53) can be 
moved by drive means (51 , 52; 54) in the r- direc- 
tion when said first arm (3) is moved in said r-di- 
rection, and is therewith moved in an opposite di- 
rection relative to the direction of movement of 
the first arm (3), such that the centre of gravity 
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vector of the movable machine system will coin- 
cide with the rotational axis of the column (2). 

10. A machine according to Claim 9, characterized 

in that the weight (53) is carried by an air bearing 5 
(86-88) on top of said slide (28; 78) or alternative- 
ly on top of said first arm (3), along which the 
weight is able to move. 

11. A machine according to any one of Claims 1-10, 10 
characterized in that the column (2; 77) is jour- 
nalled in said foot (1; 75). 

12. A machine according to Claim 5, characterized 

in that the column (2, 26; 76) has a square outer 15 
cross-sectional shape; in that said outer part (27; 
78) has a square internal cross-sectional shape; 
in that the further part (27; 78) is air-journalled on 
the outer surfaces of the column (26; 76); and in 
that the first arm (3, 34) has a square outer cross- 20 
sectional shape and is non-rotably journalled in a 
square hole in the outer part (27; 78) by means 
of air bearings which act on the outer surface of 
the first arm. 

25 

13. A machine according to Claim 12, characterized 
in that the upper part (76) of the column on which 
the first arm is non-rotatable journalled is dis- 
placed laterally in relation to the rotational centre 

of the machine in the foot (75) by an extent such 30 
that, when seen in a plane perpendicular to the 
displacement direction of the first arm (3), the 
centre of gravity vector (80) of the machine will 
coincide with the rotational axis of the column 
(77) in the foot (75). 35 

14. A machine according to any one of Claims 1-13, 
characterized in that the attachment (60) of the 
measuring arm (6) carrying the probe (5) is rotat- 
able about an axle which extends perpendicular 40 
to said rotational axis. 

15. A machine according to any one of Claims 1-14, 
characterized in that angle sensors (44, 45, 90) 

are mounted in respective rotational joints; and in 45 
that linear measuring devices are provided for 
measuring linear movements of the machine. 

16. A machine according to any one of Claims 1-15, 
characterized in that the probe (5) is journalled 50 
for rotation about an axis that extends parallel 

with said rotational axis, wherein the probe is car- 
ried (61; 64) such that the centre position of the 
measuring ball (63) will remain unchanged as the 
probe (5) rotates about said axis. 55 
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